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rights are the birthright of the Cuban people.
It is a crime against humanity that Castro’s to-
talitarian gulags are full of men and women,
like Mr. Pupo Sierra, who represent the best
of the Cuban nation.

Mr. Speaker, let me be very clear, Mr. Pupo
Sierra is languishing in the grotesque squalor
of the gulag because he desires freedom for
all Cubans. My Colleagues, read his message
often. We must demand the immediate and
unconditional release of Ricardo Pupo Sierra
and every political prisoner in totalitarian
Cuba.

———
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Dr. Roy A. Hastick, Sr., a distin-
guished member of the Brooklyn business and
civic communities. It behooves us to pay trib-
ute to this outstanding leader and | hope my
colleagues will join me in recognizing his im-
pressive accomplishments.

Dr. Roy A. Hastick has served as President/
CEO/Founder of the Caribbean American
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Inc.
(CACCI) for almost 20 years. Under his lead-
ership, CACCI has promoted economic devel-
opment on behalf of Caribbean American, Afri-
can American, women and other minority
small business owners and has become an
internationally recognized business organiza-
tion with a membership of over 1,700 in the
United States and the Caribbean. Prior to
starting CACCI, Dr. Hastick published the
West Indian Tribune, a tabloid newspaper
which served as a launching pad for the de-
velopment of the Chamber, and which became
the voice for the Caribbean American Commu-
nity, and a business networking vehicle.

A tireless advocate for economic and com-
munity empowerment, Dr. Hastick helped to
form several immigrant organizations and
served for over 16 years in various capacities
including 1st Vice Chairman of his local Com-
munity Board in Crown Heights Brooklyn. He
currently serves on several small business ad-
visory boards including: the New York State
Governor's and New York City Mayor's Small
Business Advisory Boards which advocates on
behalf of minority and women owned busi-
ness; JP Morgan Chase Bank, and the board
of directors of the Brooklyn Navy Yard Devel-
opment Corporation, Brooklyn Economic De-
velopment Corporation, New York Congrega-
tional Community Services, SUNY Jobs for
Youth, and American Red Cross of Brooklyn.
For six years, he has served as a delegate to
the United Nations.

Dr. Hastick has been an ardent supporter of
Two-Way trade between the United States
and the Caribbean region. As an elected dele-
gate to the 1995 White House Conference on
Small Business, he campaigned to get Two-
Way trade with the region into the final rec-
ommendations submitted to the United States
Congress. Under his leadership, CACCI has
undertaken several extraordinary and chal-
lenging initiatives including: conducting over
600 business seminars, providing weekly busi-
ness clinics for start-ups and emerging busi-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

nesses to access financing, contracting and
procurement opportunities; promoting trade
and investment opportunities between the Car-
ibbean and the United States, and undertaking
energetic and rapid responses to hurricane
disasters in the Caribbean region. For the past
3 years, CACCI has managed, Flatbush Caton
Merchants Mart, a city-owned Brooklyn-based
micro enterprise incubator which houses 61
vendors and occupies 9,000 sq. ft. of space.
CACCl's Educational Foundation supports
micro-entrepreneurship, hurricane disaster re-
lief efforts and provides scholarships for dis-
advantaged young people.

Dr. Hastick has led several trade missions
to the Caribbean region, hosted numerous
Caribbean Head of State on their visits to the
United States and made presentations at Car-
ibbean Heads of Government meetings. Under
his leadership, the development of the first
ever Caribbean Trade Center, a one stop cap-
ital shop for two-way trade that will occupy
20,000 sq. ft in a major commercial corridor in
Central Brooklyn, is in its 2nd phase of devel-
opment and has received financial support
and commitments from the New York State
Governor, Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, New York City Council, New York
City Mayor, and has been endorsed by local,
national and international business entities, in-
cluding CARICOM. Expected completion date
is Fall 2006.

Dr. Hastick has partnered with numerous
economic development entities, academic and
medical institutions, national and local commu-
nity groups including the United States Small
Business Administration (SBA) United States
Department of Commerce MBDA, NYS Empire
Development Corporation, NYC Small Busi-
ness Services (NYC SBS), SCORE, City Uni-
versity of New York (CUNY), SUNY
Downstate Medical Center, Caribbean Wom-
en’s Health Association, African American
Chamber of Commerce of Westchester and
Rockland Counties, and the Korean American
Small Business Service Center.

He has received numerous awards includ-
ing: the United States Department of Com-
merce and the New York State Small Busi-
ness Advocate of the Year Awards; Korean
American Small Business Service Center
“Harmony and Unity Award”; Dr. Martin Luther
King Humanitarian Award from the Shirley
Chisholm Institute; Ron Brown Business Advo-
cate Award; “Chamber of the Year Award”
from the NYS Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce; honored by President William Jefferson
Clinton at “New York Day” in Washington,
DC; “CEO of the Year 2000” from the Brook-
lyn Branch of the NAACP, the New York State
Hispanic Legislative Task Force 2002, and the
New York State Black and Puerto Rican State
Senators Award. Dr. Hastick was also honored
with an Honorary Degree, Doctor of Humane
Letters, Honoris Causa by Medgar Evers Col-
lege, CUNY at its 2001 Annual Convocation
Ceremony.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that it is incumbent
on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Dr. Roy A. Hastick, as he offers his
talents and services for the betterment of our
local and national communities.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Hastick's selfless service
has continuously demonstrated a level of altru-
istic, dedication that makes him most worthy
of our recognition today.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today in appreciation and admiration of Rev-
erend Dr. Clarence Keaton for his continued
commitment, serving as Pastor and founder of
the True Worship Church Worldwide Min-
istries, as a spiritual leader to his congregants,
peers, friends, family, and the entire commu-
nity of Brooklyn, New York.

Ordained as a minister in 1983, Reverend
Dr. Keaton is affectionately referred to as
P.O.P. [Pastor of Pastors] by his faithful
congregants because of the guidance and
genuine support he offers to them through the
words of God. He has specifically sought out
young members, in need of a spiritual teacher,
and has inspired them to fully embrace God’s
love while following his direction to lead an
honest, devout life. In the eyes of his peers,
he is known as the “preachers teacher,” pas-
sionately devoted to spreading the biblical
truths of the gospel. This man of god is a bea-
con of light for his congregation, a buttress of
strength, and a source of wisdom for anyone
so blessed to be in his presence and hear his
voice.

Pastor Keaton was dignified with an hon-
orary doctorate of divinity degree in 1992 by
the acclaimed Jesus Saves Bible Institute. His
ministry work is highlighted by his magnetic
personality and encouraging speech. Pastor
Keaton’s inspirational teachings are broad-
casted on the radio, to proclaim the guiding
words of God to a greater audience. This led
to his numerous commendations and awards
of excellence in radio, because he is able to
reach out to thousands of souls of men and
women through WWRL radio station. In addi-
tion to his outstanding work in ministry, he has
been honored for his extraordinary community
work, specifically with the senior citizens of the
Brownsville Recreation Center.

It gives me great pleasure to honor the
many achievements of Reverend Dr. Clarence
Keaton and offer my utmost respect for the
honest work that he does out of the kindness
of his heart. We pray for God’s continued
grace on his ministry.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, recently a group
of Sikh leaders met in New York with Catholic
leaders in an all-day event hosted by an Inter-
faith organization. Sikh leaders in attendance
included Dr. Manohar Singh, Dr. Tarunjit
Singh Butalia, and Dr. Anahat Kaur Sandhu.
Monsignor Felix Machado, an official at the
Vatican, also attended the meeting.

It is good to see this kind of pluralistic co-
operation and | thank Dr. Gurmit Singh
Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan,
for bringing it to my attention.

Contrast this to the situation in India, where
Sikhs, Christian, Muslims, and other minorities
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